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WEATHER PHOTO GALLERY 
 
New to our Weather Page is a Weather Photo Gallery.  Send Martin your 
weather photos and he will interpret them.  Submit your photos by email to 
weather@ncyc.net.au attaching the word “weatherpics” in the subject field.  
Please also include your name, the date and location the photo was taken.  We 
are interested in photos illustrating weather events and phenomena or those of 
interesting weather conditions to use in our Photo Gallery and it will be up-
dated monthly.  We keep a record of those who have submitted images that 
have been shown on the Photo Gallery in case we get external enquiries about 
your images.  Should this happen we will contact you and pass on the email 
of the person inquiring for you to liaise with them directly as you wish. 
 
One weatherpic together with Martin’ comments will be printed in the news-
letter each month.   

 
Photo Gallery -1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photographer: Mary Holley 
Date: February 2008.   
Location: Drake's passage, approximately 58 degrees south, on route to the 
Antarctic 
Comments by Martin Babakhan: This Cloud is showing remarkable sym-
metry. Wind flows through this stationary cloud forming a rotor system. 
Lenticular clouds, technically known as altocumulus standing lenticularis, are 
stationary lens-shaped clouds that form at high altitudes, normally aligned at 
right-angles to the wind direction.  
Under certain conditions, long strings of lenticular clouds can form, creating 
aformation known as a wave cloud.  
Although this is a spectacular cloud formation, it has only upper atmosphere 
implication for aircraft and gliders.  It has no impact on sailing or other mari-
time activities.  Aircraft avoid flying near lenticular clouds because of the 
turbulence of the rotor systems that accompany them, but sailplane pilots 
actively seek them out. This is because the systems of atmospheric standing 
waves that cause "lennies" (as they are sometimes familiarly called) also 
involve large vertical air movements, and the precise location of the rising air 
mass is fairly easy to predict from the orientation of the clouds."Wave lift" of 
this kind is often very smooth and strong, and enables gliders to soar to re-
markable altitudes and great distances. The current gliding world records for 
both distance (over 3,000km) and altitude (14,938m) were set using such lift. 
  
Lenticular clouds have been mistaken for UFOs (or "visual cover" for UFOs) 
because these clouds have a characteristic lens appearance and smooth sau-
cer-like shape. Mary sent in this dramatic picture of a Lenticular cloud taken 
during her trip to Antarctic. Mary also identified similar clouds in Southern  
Argentina on the Patagonian Step. 

CLUB WEATHER SITE 
Our weather site has been set up to give us 

weather specifically for Newcastle and the mid 
north coast as well as a broader picture.  Included 
are direct links to the Bureau of Meteorology web-

site for Marine Weather and Warnings, Coastal 
Waters Forecast for NSW, Latest Observations 
for Nobbys, Seabreeze, Buoyweather, Tides, UV 

Index, Ocean Currents and Sea Surface Tempera-
tures 

 But why another weather site? 
 

There are several important issues relating to this 
 
1 The Bureau gives weather warnings which must be taken into 

consideration before sailing. 
 
2. There are hidden factors in the local weather pattern , because of 

the complex nature of atmospheric processes. 
   

Forecast given by most local weather sites are based on computer 
models a natural consequence of a comprehensive analysis is the 
formulation of a three-dimension “ model”  of atmosphere that 
explains, as far as possible , all the current weather observations 
and ongoing changes. 
 

Accuracy 
The accuracy of  a short-term forecasts depends on the accuracy of 
the observational input; the completeness of scientific knowledge 
of atmospheric processes that contribute to short-term weather 
variations; and forecaster’s level of scientific understanding and 
practical competence in weather analysis and prognosis. The pri-
mary purpose of short-term forecast by the Bureau of Meteorology 
is to provide greater detail and/or precision than is normally given 
in the broader  scale and longer term  forecasts. 
 
Marine customers seem to expect a higher degree of accuracy from 
a short-term ( 0 – 6 hours) forecast . Perhaps people think that 
forecasting is much easier closer to the event and therefore they 
are less tolerant of errors. High levels of accuracy in short-term 
weather forecasts are quite difficult to achieve and certainly just as 
hard as for the longer time and space-scales. 
 
 Our local weather forecast gives an average of weather over 720 
sq nautical miles from Seal Rocks to Broken Bay and 60 nm sea-
ward. Our small area of Newcastle coastal waters may be different 
from the averages given. Wind strengths may be 40% greater than 
the averages given. Waves may be twice the height. 

 

WEATHER SCREENSAVER 
 
Thanks to Martin Babakhan we have set up a free weather screensaver 
on our website. Some members have already downloaded this site and 
have found it very beneficial. It is easy to download, just follow the 
links on the Weather Page to Critical Marine Information (CMI) Real-
time Screensaver.   
 
The screensaver has been designed to be constantly updating as the 
Bureau releases latest information and forecasts.  This allows sailors to 
keep abreast of the weather and know the conditions before sailing.  The 
screensaver flicks through 4 day outlook, 128km radar loop, surface 
wind charts, swell and significant wave charts, wind warnings and satel-
lite images.  Just what every sailor’s desktop needs! 

�
ASK MARTIN Coming soon to our Weather Page will be a 
new section called ASK MARTIN.  This will provide members an op-
portunity to ask Martin directly through an email link any questions 
which relate to the weather.  Martin will respond to the email.   Periodi-
cally, we will post the questions and answers on the website for all to 
read.  
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The IRC Division of the Winter Series was highly 
contested with One For The Road having their best 
sail Race 8 where they won PHS Division 1 and the 
IRC division causing upset to the Anger Manage-
ment, Summer Salt contest. The winners of the 
Carlton Dry Winter Short Ocean Point Score Series 
IRC Division are: 
1st Place Summer Salt, skipper Paul Gleeson, 
2nd Place Anger Management, skipper Phil Arnall 
3rd Place One For The Road, skipper Kym Butler. 
 
Many Thanks to all contributors to Sailing at NCYC. 
In particular thank you to Committee Vessels 
Alsina, skipper Ted De-La-Garde, Fortune of War, 
skipper Mike Eggleston and Tasmaner skippers 
Tony Windsor and Jeff Govier, also many thanks to 
Sailing Committee members, Bruce Hansen Sailing 
Committee Chair, Bruce Bragg Course Design, 
Ernie Thirkell mark laying and Safety Officer, Mark 
Richards, Handicapper, Ian Humphries Protest 
Chair, Tony Purkiss Sponsorship, Richard Arnall 
Sailing Calendar, Mary Holley Regattas, Dianne 
Fitzgerald Race Officer. Also thanks to the NCYC 
General Office, Vicki Morris Office Manager, Mar-
garet Neasbey web page and Office and Paul 
Booth Dockmaster. Without you sailing would be 
impossible. 
 
Upcoming Events  
 
NCYC Sailing welcomes members and guests to 
Founders Day Blessing and Parade 16 August 
2008. See details included for your information.  
NCYC Sailing Rules Seminar , 25 August, pre-
senter Malcolm Goodfellow, Newcastle Port Corpo-
ration. 
Summer Short Ocean Point Score Race 1, 
13 September 2008. �

2008 WSOP Series R8 
Astrid by a nose to Warrain 
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