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NCYC COOK YOUR OWN BBQ MENU *  
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Weather Wisdom- with Martin Babakhan  
 
BAROMETERS  
In the last issue we provided information as to how to cor-
rectly calibrate your barometer.  You should find the follow-
ing guidelines useful when using this instrument. 
 
A Barometer is an instrument used to measure Air pressure 

which is the weight of air exerted on any exposed surface. It 
is expressed in millibars (mb).  Factors affecting air pressure 
are temperature and altitude. 

A Barometer: 
Will not give a true reading of static pressure if it is subject 

to the influences of gusty winds. It may be necessary to 
relocate the barometer to a more sheltered location. 

May not give an accurate reading in big seas 
Must not be installed in a "sealed" Room , where the air 

pressure inside is liable to be different to that outside. 
There are two types of barometer in use today: the Mercury 

barometer and the Aneroid barometer. 
Mercury barometers look impressive and are great for your 

home study or bar etc, but for obvious reasons, impractical 
on your boat when you have the option of an aneroid ba-
rometer available.  

For more information refer to NCYC web page 
FAQ. 

 
Mercury barometers: 
These should be placed in a room in which the 
temperature is constant or changes only slowly, 
and in which temperature gradients do not occur. 
They should be shielded from direct sunshine at 
all times and should not be placed near any heat-
ing or cooling device. It is preferable to hang a 
mercury barometer on a solid inside wall which 
is free from vibration. For accurate work, the 
best position is in an insulated, unheated win-
dowless room, such as a basement, with a small 
fan to prevent any stratification of temperature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are interested in photos illustrating 
weather events and phenomena or 
interesting weather conditions, to use 
in coming newsletters and the meteor-
ology page of NCYC web site. 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR PHOTO 
Please submit your photos including 

your name, and  the date and the 
location where the photo was taken, 
to: 

weather@ncyc.net.au, attaching the 
word "weatherpics" in the subject 
field  or; 

Leave the original photo in the NCYC 
office for scanning before being 
returned to you.  

Aneroid barometers: 
Most aneroid barometers used for meteorological purposes 
are temperature compensated 
for fluctuations in temperature 
in the ranges likely to be ex-
perienced in sheltered condi-
tions in Australia. However, 
they should be protected from 
differential heating from direct 
sunlight, heaters or any form 
of air conditioning. 
 
You also find great informa-
tion from the Bureau of Meteorology Web site “How to 
measure air pressure using a Barometer”     http://
www.bom.gov.au/info/weatherkit/section2/barom.shtml  
WEATHER PHOTO GALLERY 

1�����*�		
(3�� �� �Altocumulus Clouds - parallel 
bands or rounded masses  

Photographer: GuySanderson 
Description:           Myall Lakes  sunset                                      January 2009 
 
Comments by Martin Babakhan 
The photograph  exhibits “Altocumulus” which may appear 
as parallel bands or rounded masses. Typically a portion of 
an altocumulus cloud is shaded, a characteristic which makes 
them distinguishable from the high-level cirrocumulus. Alto-
cumulus clouds usually form by convection in an unstable 
layer aloft, which may result from the gradual lifting of air in 
advance of a cold front. The presence of altocumulus clouds 
on a warm and humid summer morning is commonly fol-
lowed by thunderstorms later in the day. 

You can always revisit information and photos from back issues of your newsletter on the NCYC web site. 
www.ncyc.net.au 
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SELECTED 
ITEMS OF 

CLOTHING AND 
FOOTWARE 

 
 

 
SEE IN STORE 
FOR DETAILS 

��������

SHOP 2/91 HANNELL STREET WICKHAM 
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