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“As many of you will be aware the obligations relating 
to the AGM are now complete and I would like to 
congratulate Dr. Jim Holley on his assumption of the 
role of Vice Commodore and to thank on behalf of 
members, Tom Mihilis for the wonderful and long-
suffering work he has undertaken for the club over the 
last 15 years. 
  
Now that the Summer Series is almost upon us many of 
the skippers and crew are busying themselves with the 
daunting task of preparing their boats to pass the 
rigorous safety standards imposed by our merciless 
Safety Officers. I would remind the membership that if 
there are potential crew looking for a berth in the 
coming series please contact Roy Baker, our CEO, and 
I'm sure he will point you in the right direction. 
  
I would also remind members that the marquee is 
complete and open for business and can accommodate 
functions of up to 120 people in very fine style. Dates 
are filling fast so if there is any interest please contact 
Michael Smyth. 
  
As indicated at the AGM it is proposed to hold a number 
of members nights during the coming year for the 
purpose of allowing members a more frequent forum to 
discuss with the board members, any issues they believe 
need attention or about which they are otherwise 
concerned. The first of such nights will be Tuesday 6th 
of October at 6pm.  It will principally be devoted to 
examination of the issues relating to the amendments to 
the Constitution and other issues. 
  
See you around the club. 
  
Buce Hansen 
 
Commodore" 

WOMBAT   - NCYC Mark Laying Committee  Vessel 
Leased from Phil 

Mooney goes back in 
the water after her 
annual overhaul. 

Photos— by Eggo 
Tim Vooles takes a 

break. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
To come into effect with the December 2009 issue,  

Newsletters to be  circulated electronically. 
To ensure we have the up to date contact for you, 

please email newsletter@ncyc.net.au ,  
If you wish to continue to receive a printed copy in the 
mail, please notify the office before 15th October 2009.  

 
Issues in colour from January 2007 are archived on the 

NCYC web site. www.ncyc.net.au   



     2 

�

Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club 

FUEL WHARF - MARINA - COMMERCIAL CENTRE - LEASED BOA TYARD - LICENSED PREMISES 
NCYC is YOUR CLUB 

  
Fuel:  
Contact the Dockmaster for service 
- Times:  8am to 4pm 7 days. 
- Both Diesel and Unleaded Petrol are available at 
 very reasonable rates.   
-  Bulk discount is available for amounts over 1000 
 litres. 
- Gas cylinders exchanged at  administration office or 
 through the Dockmaster. 
 
Marina 
Visitors Berth  
- Some complementary short term berths are avail
 able in front of the clubhouse.  
 -Contact the dockmaster to arrange use of these. 
 
Pump out facilities   
Contact Dockmaster 
 
Work berth  
- This is available for members  
- Up to 3 days free 
- contact Dockmaster 
 
Boating Services available on site: 
- Slipping & repairs - Noakes  
-  Mechanic - Endeavour Marine  
- Chandlery /Sail maker - East Coast Marine & Sail 
 
Other Marina Facilities 
- Bathrooms; 
- Laundry (iron available office hours). 
 
Car Park 
Unloading Bays.   
- Two of these available for the convenience of  

members; 
Trolleys  
- Access with your gate pass.  
- There are two cages, one at either end of the 
 commercial building.   
- As a courtesy to others, trolleys must be returned 
 and locked up immediately after use. 
 
 
Roy Baker 
CEO / Secretary / Licensee 

 
LICENSED CLUB 

 
Open 7 Days 

Club Trading Hours 
10am to 10pm 

 
NCYC Clubhouse Dress Code 
· No singlets or tank tops 
· No thongs after 6.30pm 
· No hats, caps, beanies or hoods 
Neat clean, casual attire at all times, in all areas.  
Management decision is final.  For your convenience 
in complying with these standards we provide both 
gear bag stowage and showers. 
 
Foxtel 
There is no more pleasant location and atmosphere in 
Newcastle to watch your Fox Sport. 
 

“THE GALLEY” 
Trading Hours 

Lunch: 12.00 noon  to 2.30 pm 
Dinner:  6.00pm to 8.30pm 

 
We provide an excellent selection of quality meals at 
reasonable prices.   
 
Select from our ’cook your own’ menu, tempting 
freshly prepared salads and chef prepared menu 
items.  Specials change daily. 
 
The huge patronage we have been experiencing now 
necessitates bookings for lunch and dinner.  
 
NCYC is family oriented 
Children are welcome but must be under adult 
supervision at all times. Children are excluded from 
the bar area. 
 
Member Bar Discounts 
. For Full members 10% 
.  For Social Member 5% 
Your membership card must be produced to receive 
discounts.  Tea, Coffee and Cakes are also available 
from the bar. 
 
Functions 
Bookings are available for your Christmas party or 
other important functions in our exciting new 
marquee. 
 
 
Michael Smyth 
Club Manager 

 
The same  number is used to contact either 

the General Office or the Licensed Club  
-for enquiries or booking phone:  

(02) 04940 8188 
 

To contact the Dockmaster:  0408 299 512 
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The first major event organised by the Social Committee 
in our new premises was the Celebrations for the 
evening of NCYC 2008 – 2009 Presentation of Trophies 
and Prizes. The success of the event was in great part 
due to the efforts and support of our club CEO Roy 
Baker, Club Manager Michael Smyth and our always 
pleasant and efficient office and bar staff.   

 
Our very entertaining MC 
for the evening was Rear 
Commodore Paul Gleeson.  
In fact most speeches were 
delivered with more than a 
touch of humour, Mike 
Eggleston reducing people 
to howls of laughter as he 
began by confusing his 
“hypos” – “thermia” with 
“tension” and (deliberately?) 
proceeding on a downward 
spiral. 
 
 
The 150 participants had a wonderful evening.  A 
banquet atmosphere from yesteryear was created as 

huge platters of various gourmet 
delicacies created by Lillies and 
Limes were passed from hand to 
hand along the tables.  
 

The Howard Ward Band set the mood for this party in 
the marquee which remained in full swing until 
midnight.   
 
As a backdrop to the proceedings, hundreds of sailing 
images photographed by Mike Eggleston were projected 
on a large screen.  These elicited rousing cheers from 
amongst the tables as photos of the various yachts first 
appeared, each group trying to outdo the last! 
 
We thank those of our sponsors who were able to attend 
and; representatives of Port Hunter Sailing Skiff Club, 
Vice Commodore John Hayman and David and Anne 
Allen who all contribute greatly to the success of the 
evening 
 
Winners of the lucky door prizes provided by sponsors 
were: Mary Holley who took home the Fosters wine; 
Geoff Steel seen staggering out the door under the 
weight of the huge fruit basket from Yellow Door and; 
Phil Arnall who will make good use of the UK-Halsey 
gear bag and cap. 
 
Many thanks go to Ray Blackburn for his efforts in 
securing subsidy for the exceptional major prize for two 
won by Mick Barnett to the envy of all.  I would like to 
thank everybody for their support in the recent elections. 
Jim Holley 
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Winter season has now concluded and the Presentation 
Night was a great success, not least because it was our 
first in the new clubhouse. A few brave souls batted on 
at the Albion afterwards as it was Michael and Ali 
Slevin’s last hurrah before heading bush.  
 
They will be greatly missed and we wish them lots of 
luck in their new venture. Hopefully a home for Closing 
Time will be found within the club so we can continue 
our great rivalry. Incidentally, the Slevins donated a 
very impressive Wild Oats XI montage to the club as a 
farewell gesture. 
 
Work is continuing on the new white book and as part 
of the racing calendar preparation, we had a very 
successful meeting with LMYC to coordinate our 
Offshore Programs. Dianne will be pleased to know that 
she will not need to start two fleets sailing in opposite 
directions over the same starting line within 5 minutes 
of each other! The combined program will mean that 
yachts from each club will be sailing in their own point 
scores as well as a combined point score. This 
arrangement will take the pressure off Dianne to a 
degree but Mark Richards will be tearing his hair out 
lining up the handicaps. 
 
Congratulations to Will Howard who, with Finnish 
skipper Silya Lehtinen, has just won the 29er XX Gold 
Cup Regatta at Lake Garda in Northern Italy – full 
details appear elsewhere in this issue. 
 
Local yachts did very well in the Audi Sydney Gold 
Coast  Race with Tow Truck 2nd in IRC Div.2, Typhoon 
2nd in IRC Div.3 and One For The Road 5th in IRC 
Div.4 – well done! 
 
Congratulations are in order again, for Typhoon  after 
the Meridian Merinas Airlie Beach Race Week  hosted 
by Whitsunday Sailing Club. Typhoon was only 1 point 
behind over the week of 6 races to come second of ten 
competitors in IRC Cruising Div 1.  It came down to the 
last race in which Typhoon was second by only 26 
seconds! Typhoon is currently competing in the 
Hammo series .   
 
The Lord Howe Island committee are still working hard 
on the preparations and have now 20 expressions of 
interest including 4 from New Zealand. 
 
Next sailing event is Founders Day/ Blessing of the 
Fleet on Fathers day (6th Sept) which marks the 
commencement of the new summer season. Don’t 
forget, August is Safety Inspection month. 

 
Paul Gleeson 

Rear Commodore 

�

�

�

 Typhoon 
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The conclusion to the 2008 – 2009 Sailing Season was 
the Presentation of Trophies and announcement of 
Overall Pointscore Winners held at NCYC on 31 July 
2009. ����
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��  are extended to the groups of people, 
past and present who make Sailing at Newcastle happen:  
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�� to the following 2008 – 2009 
Pointscore Winners. 
Winter Short Ocean Pointscore Series, Division 1,  
Razer/ CQMS Trophy, Inner Circle Rum weekly prize 
1st Closing Time, skipper Mick Slevin; 
2nd Blu Notte, skipper Greg Amos; 
3rd Summer Salt, skipper Paul Gleeson. 
Winter Short Ocean Pointscore Series, Division 2,  
Sir Allen Fairhall Memorial Trophy, Inner Circle Rum 
weekly prize 
1st Warrain, skipper Robin Hillery; 
2nd Woodstock, skipper Len Croft. 
Winter Short Ocean Pointscore Series IRC Division, 
Gleeson Civil Engineering Trophy, Carlton Dry weekly 
prize 
1st Typhoon, skipper Barry Kelly; 
2nd PT73, skipper Tony Lobb; 
3rd Anger Management, skipper Phil Arnall. 
Summer  Short Ocean Pointscore Series, Division 1,  
Newcastle Yachting Trophy, Tooheys weekly prize 
1st Blu Notte, skipper Greg Amos 
2nd Summer Salt, skipper Paul Gleeson 
3rd Closing Time, skipper Mick Slevin 
Summer Short Ocean Pointscore Series, Division 2, 
Newcastle Hotel Brokers Trophy, Tooheys weekly prize 
1st Tamarillo, skipper Ross Knights 
2nd Warrain, skipper Robin Hillery 
3rd Woodstock, skipper Len Croft. 
Summer Short Ocean Pointscore Series, IRC 
Division, 
Gleeson Civil Engineering Trophy, Crown Lager 
weekly prize 
1st PT73, skipper Tony Lobb 
2nd Summer Salt, skipper Paul Gleeson 
3rd Anger Management, skipper Phil Arnall. 
Summer Ocean Pointscore Series, Division 1,  
Noakes Boatyard Trophy, Fosters weekly prize 
1st Blu Notte, skipper Greg Amos 
2nd  One For The Road, skipper Kym Butler 
3rd PT73, skipper Tony Lobb 
Summer Ocean Pointscore Series, Division 2,  
Noakes Boatyard Trophy, Fosters weekly prize 
1st Blackbird, skipper Rob Jarvie 
2nd Warrain, skipper Robin Hillery 
3rd Woodstock, skipper Len Croft 
Summer Ocean Pointscore Series, IRC Division,  
Gleeson Civil Engineering Trophy, Cascade Premium 
weekly prize 
1st One For The Road, skipper Kym Butler 
2nd PT73, skipper Tony Lobb 
3rd Anger Management, skipper Phil Arnall. 
Premier Awards for Overall Pointscore Winners for 
the 2008 – 2009 Sailing Season. 
In PHS Division 1, the Founders Bowl  
winner is Blu Notte, skipper Greg Amos. 

NCYC recently hosted an information 
evening for members of local sailing/yacht 
clubs.  This was designed to introduce the 
maritime meteorology tools developed at 
Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club. 
 
Our visitors were welcomed by Club Captain, 
Ernie Thirkell. Secretary of the Maritime 
Meteorology Committee, Mary Holley, 
explained and demonstrated how to 
download and then use the Emergency 
Computer Broadcasting System (ECBS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCYC Honorary Meteorologist Martin 
Babakhan, used a power point presentation 
to illustrate his dialogue. Martin briefly 
outlined how to use the tool we have 
developed to assist with ready access to the 
Australian Bureau of Meteorology’s maritime 
products. In doing this he discussed 
interpretation of the information on each 
screen of the ECBS.   

In PHS Division 2, the NCYC Cup  
winner is Warrain, skipper Robin Hillery. 
In IRC Division, the Mick Eggleston Trophy  
winner is PT 73, skipper Tony Lobb. 
 
Lady Skipper Race Division 1,  
Sponsors Fosters Wine and Pure Blonde.  
The Tracey P Memorial Trophy 
1st PT73 lady skipper Maree Edwards 
2nd Blu Notte lady skipper Emma Wilson 
Lady Skipper Race Division 2,  
Sponsors Fosters Wine and Pure Blonde.  
Independent Dental Trophy, 
1st Blackbird lady skipper Darlene Callen 
2nd Taratibu lady skipper Kerry Petrovic 
3rd Warrain lady skipper Fiona Hietzke 
In IRC Division ,  
Sponsors Fosters Wine and Pure Blonde.  
Gleeson Civil Engineering Trophy 
1st PT73 lady skipper Maree Edwards 
 
The NCYC  Opening Season Event is Founders Day, 
6 September 2009. See details on page 13 of this issue. 
 
The Summer Short Ocean Pointscore Series  
Details  on page 13 of this issue. 
�
�
����	
���
�  
Dianne Fitzgerald 
Sailing Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
30am - 11am    
 
Sailors and Visitors  
�
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Lets Be Social 
Your Social Committee Members: 

Vice Commodore Jim Holley; Len Croft, Michael 
Eggleston, Petro Gleeson.  Rae Hassell, Kristine 
Rickard, Gloria Thirkell.  
We offer our thanks to Tim Gleeson who has recently 
retired from the social secretary position which he has 
capably held for a number of years.  This role has been 
taken by Kristine Rickard.   

����������	��
����
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$6 Bacon and egg roll 
With hash brown and 

 a cool juice! 

Getting to know you Featuring club identities you 
have been hearing about from time to time.  We are used 
to seeing photos by Mike Eggleston, so for a change we 
have included a photo OF Mike Eggleston .during a 
recent holiday proudly holding the tail of his catch. 
It was largely due to Mike’s efforts that the social 
committee came into being back in the days when we 
had no club house and the Albion became affectionately 

known as the “Royal Albion Yacht Club”.  Mike 
rounded up members to form a committee, made 
brilliant proposals for what eventuated into wonderful 
(and sometimes outlandish) events, and together with his 
wife Maree, has always been an enthusiastic participant. 
Mike and Maree ensure that “Fortune of War” takes part 
in all our social boating activities, from representing 
NCYC in the LMYC 000 weekend to cruising to Hawks 
Nest or Raymond Terrace for lunch or Port Stephens for 
dinner.  If our boats are there, you can count on 
“Fortune of War to be one of them.  
 
The first NCYC Oyster Shootout was held New Years 
Day 2004 on the wharf.   The cooking and concocting 
happened aboard . . . you guessed it – “Fortune of War”.   
 
“Volunteers Afloat” was promoted by Mike as a 
wonderful way for NCYC through our social committee 
and boat owners to reward some of the worthy 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�9.30 - 11am On Sunday mornings  

 
Courtesy of your Social Committee 

Excellent coffee and other liquid refreshments 
available as always from the bar. 

who give their time and efforts to various organiza-
tions in our area.  Of course once again “Fortune of 
War” participated, taking some of these admirable 
people in the Maritime parade and then on a harbour / 
river cruise. 
 
When volunteers are needed Mike is always there. 
Over the years “Fortune of War” has participated in a 
number of capacities.  She has been to sea as mark 
laying boat and time and again as start boat for our 
Ocean Point score Races.  She was even the starting 
vessel for the “NCYC Trawler Cock of the Harbour” 
event when the tug which was originally doing it was 
recalled to bring a ship in.  On a number of occasions, 
acting as a volunteer from NCYC, “Fortune of War” 
has been the Committee Vessel for officials during the 
Port Hunter Sailing Skiff Club hosting of major 
events. For significant sailing events sponsors and 
other dignitaries have been treated by Mike and Maree 
to luxury harbour cruises to take in start lines and pa-
rades. 
 
The “NCYC Inner Circle Rum Runners” who you 
have read about in recent articles have become syn-
onymous with a warm Newcastle welcome to visiting 
sailing fleets, and as part of the team,  Mike is there 
on deck at all hours of the day or night. 
 
We are justifiably proud of Mike Eggleston the artist 
who has supported NCYC for many years.  He created 
and donated to your club:  both the painting and the 
model of “Spray” as well as the painting of “Australia 
Day race 2006”. The wooden trophy for Overall IRC 
Winner which is housed in the trophy cabinet is an-
other original artwork donated by Mike. New mem-
bers would not be aware that Mike also donated an 
original water colour painting to the social committee 
for use in a fund raising raffle in 2005. It was pre-
sented to the winner John Pugh by Carole, wife of the 
then Commodore Paul Hannon. 
 
You would all have viewed the current sailing photos 
on the notice board as you make your way to the 
“head” in the club. More of Mike’s efforts to enable 
all of our members to take enjoyment from NCYC 
sailing. 

 

 
NCYC Inner Circle Rum Runners  
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Safety for all boat owners, Power and Sailing 
· In the Marina  Electrical cords should be tested and 

tagged regularly. See the Dock Master to organize 
the test and tags. 

· Amendments to the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea and the Marine Safety 
Act 1998 and the Marine Safety (General) 
Regulations came into operation on the 30th March 
2009.   They may be accessed at: : 
www.legislation.nsw.gov.au 

· The provisions of the Marine Safety Act 1998 (the 
Act) came into operation on the 30th March 2009.  

· The Marine Safety (General) Regulations 2009, (the 
Regulations) also came into force on the 30th March 
2009. They may be accessed at  

   www.legislation.nsw.gov.au  
· The Act and Regulations replace the obligation under 

section 30G of the Maritime Services Act 1935 to 
report marine accidents involving death or injury or 
damage exceeding $100. Make sure you understand 
your obligations. 

 
Wombat—The Committee Vessel which NCYC leases 
from Phil Mooney has just had her annual overhaul.  
Grinders, paint stripper and anti-foul were the order of 
the day for over a week as a continual stream of 
enthusiastic helpers bent their backs to the hard and 
consistent work.  
 
The great tips metered out by the Noakes staff    made 
the going just that much easier and the results worthy of 
the effort that went into achieving them.    I want to 
register my thanks for those little pearls of wisdom, and 
on your behalf, to thank  Paul Gleeson, Ray Blackburn, 
Jim Holley, Mick Eggleston, Kevin Abrahamson, Garry   
Hanks, Reg Haynes and Tim Vooles for getting in and 
helping.  We can all be justifiably proud of our efforts.  
 
Once again, we see the commitment and camaraderie of 
our diverse membership, the backbone of  Newcastle 
Cruising Yacht Club. 
�
����������	�

�
Club Captain  

�

NCYC’s Returned Service Members marked 
Long Tan Day 2009 at their club.  An impromptu 
get together at NCYC organised for after the Long 
Tan Day March in Newcastle on 14th August 
proved to be a resounding success.    
 
Long Tan Day anniversary has over the years been 
adopted as Veteran’s Day. After the Newcastle 
March, some Returned Service members from 
NCYC brought  guests to our club for  
commemorative drinks for fallen comrades.  It was a 
rewarding experience to bring others into the club 
who have not been here before and as we have come 
to expect, receive such favourable comments.  We 
are looking to make this a bigger event next year. 
����������

��

Local Sailor wins in 
29erXX Gold Cup 
Regatta at Lake Garda 
in Italy  
 
Local Sailor Will 
Howard and Finnish 
skipper Silya Lehtinen 
have recently won the 
29erxx Gold Cup Regatta at Lake Garda in Northern 
Italy. The competition was held in conjunction with the 
29er and 49er World Championships. 
 
The 29erxx is a new dinghy class which sits between the 
29er and 49er classes. A 29er hull is fitted with a bigger 
rig and carries a masthead spinnaker and 2 trapezes. It is 
designed for sailors who aspire to sailing 49ers but do 
not have the necessary crew weight for the bigger boat. 
 
The regatta was held over 3 days with r3 races each day. 
Will and Silya’s results were 5th, 2nd and 1st on the first 
day then 2nd, 1st and 1st on the second day, and 1st, 1st 
and 1st on the final day. With a drop of their 5th they 
ended up well ahead of the next boat overall. 
 
Will said, “The 29er with the big rig on a little boat is 
more of a handful than the bigger 49er but the 49er 
sailing we had been doing in Finland was helpful for 
our crew work etc. The winds were  10kn to 20kn every 
day which was perfect.  
Lake Garda is an awesome place...really steep 
mountains all around then really deep and warm water 
so the sailing is excellent.” 
 
16 Crews competed in the regatta, and included boats 
from the USA, UK, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Germany, Italy & France. 

 
Heading back to Finland for 
the final 2 regattas, Will 
wrote, “There are quite a 
few aussies here for the 
29er and 49er worlds..Kyle 
Langford, Outtridges, Ben 
Austin, Chris Nicko etc 
which is cool”.  Outtridge 
and Jensen ultimately took 
out the World 49er title.  

 
Silya (24) represented Finland in Ynglings in the Beijing 
Olympics and won the 2006, 29er World 
Championships with Australian Scott Babbage. After 
having only a day and a half to put together a new boat, 
sponsored by Audi, and a couple of hours on the water 
training, Will and Silya came third � � ��� �
��
� ��
��� regatta 
in Helsinki in mid June and were thrilled to finish one 
place ahead of an Olympic gold med����������
�
���������������������������������������������
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Weather Wisdom- with Martin Babakhan  

 
SURFACE WIND ESSENTIAL THEORY 

 
The central goal of atmospheric science is to learn about 
the winds, to understand why they come to life, why 
they take the forms and patterns they do, why they 
change and evolve and finally die in the birth of new 
winds. 
Gusts and lulls with an offshore wind 
An offshore wind carries with it the irregular arrange-
ment of gusts and lulls that are experienced over the 
land, but the pattern becomes gradually more regular as 
the wind settles down to blowing over the more uniform 
sea surface. This settling down generally occurs some-
where between 1 to 5 km downwind, and that the back 
in the wind direction as it moves offshore is most no-
ticeable in the lulls, the gusts being closer to the gradi-
ent  wind  (i.e. 2000ft wind) to start with. It is worth 
noting that, as the land warms up, the time interval be-
tween the gusts will increase until the pattern adjusts to 
the sea temperature. 
 
Surface Wind - Diurnal (daily) Variations 
· Cooling of the land surfaces results in less mixing of 

the surface layer with the higher energy upper level 
air, inversions and less convection.  

· This results in the surface wind having less energy, 
hence less speed. 

· Consequently at night, the surface wind over land 
tends to reduce speed by another 50% and veer by 
another 30o. 

 
Once sailors learn to view the wind as three-
dimensional they see that more times than not, the wind 
aloft has both a different direction and a different speed 
than the wind on the water.  It’s up to the sailor to inte-
grate what can be seen on the water with the informa-
tion coming from the masthead and apply that to what is 
being experienced on the sails.  Refer to the article 
WIND SHEAR AND THE TRIMMER in the June 
newsletter.  For more information on this topic, includ-
ing definitions visit the FAQ section of the Weather, 
and the Under the Weather articles on www.ncyc.net.au  
Wind Strategy Text available from Boat Books $37.95 
 
In the interest of promoting safety consciousness during 
the summer storm season, the October article will deal 
with lightning both on and off the water.  In the follow  

ing issues the course structure we have been following 
will be resumed by addressing the influence of the 
interactions between the characteristics of the wind, 
water and surrounding land masses. 
 
WEATHER PHOTO GALLERY 
Photo Gallery 7 – Mammatus Clouds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by: Garry Marsden    Date:  December 2004   
Location: Caves Beach 
 
Comments by Martin Babakhan 
Mammatus clouds 
 
· Generally form on the underside of a thunderstorm 

anvil. 
 
· Do not signify a severe thunderstorm, but one 

which has, or had, a very strong updraft associated 
with severe turbulence for sailing and aviation. 

 
· Updrafts carry water droplets and ice particles to 

the top of a thunderstorm. 
 
· The air begins to spread ot horizontally, becoming 

a part of the anvil cloud. 
 
· This saturated air is heavier than the surrounding 

air and sinks back toward the earth. 
 
· A pouch of cloud material forms as more stable air 

rises around the descending pouch. 
 
Anvil Cloud  showing location of Mammatus on 
underside 

Invitation to all our readers 
to Submit a Weather  Photo 

Please submit your photos including your name, and  the date and the location where the photo was taken, to: 
weather@ncyc.net.au, attaching the word "weatherpics" in the subject field  or; 

Leave the original photo in the NCYC office for scanning before being returned to you.  
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When can I claim the GST on the purchase of my boat 
and other connected expenses? 
The issue of whether you can claim GST depends on 
whether you are carrying on a business. If a taxpayer 
buys a boat for use in an enterprise, it will be able to 
claim the GST (or part of it). If the boat is used partly in 
a business and partly for personal use, the amount of 
GST input credits that can be claimed are 
proportionately reduced. 
 
When can I claim Fuel Tax Credits? 
If you have a business that is registered for GST and 
Fuel Tax Credits, and you use your boat in carrying on 
that business, you can claim credits of up to 38.124 
cents per litre on the fuel your boat uses in carrying on 
the business. 
 
What about Fringe Benefits Tax (“FBT”)? 
FBT is payable when an employee or their associate 
receives a benefit from their employer or a third party 
because of their position as an employee. If you own a 
boat and invite your employee and/or their family for a 
sail on the weekend, this could fall within the FBT 
regime and you could end up paying FBT at the rate of 
46.5% on the value of the benefit provided. If the 
benefit is provided for a different reason, for example if 
you and your employee have been friends and sailing 
buddies for years and have always used each other’s 
yachts, then FTB will not apply. 
 
If the employee’s use of the boat has a value of less than 
$300 and the benefit is provided irregularly, it may fall 
within the minor benefits exemption and no FBT will be 
payable. If FBT is payable, the employer will be able to 
deduct the costs of providing the benefit.  
 
Should I personally own my boat or should it be 
owned by my company or trust? 
This is a good question, and one that is worth 
considering to ensure you get the most out of your boat. 
There are many different factors that are relevant to this 
decision, including the following: 

If you own the boat, any capital gain made on sale 
of the boat may be eligible for the individual 
50% discount. 

If a company owns the boat, it is slightly easier for 
it to pass the ‘business test’ because there is a 
presumption that a company exists to make a 
profit. 

Whichever entity owns the boat is the one that will 
have to pay for it and the one that will be able 
to claim any deductions. 

 
If my company owns the boat, can I still use it?  
The non-commercial loan rules treat benefits received 
from a private company as though they are unfranked 
dividends, meaning a shareholder may have to pay tax 
on the value of any benefit so received from the 
company. This only happens to the extent that the value 
of the benefit does not exceed the company’s 

distributable surplus. Depending on the circumstances, 
you can use your company’s boat, but may have to pay 
extra tax because of it. 
 

Butlers Taxation and Business Lawyers Pty Ltd is a 
boutique Newcastle law firm specialising in taxation 
and business law. For more information go to 
www.butlers.net.au, or for an obligation-free chat, 
phone (02) 4929 7002 or email louisec@butlers.net.au. 
 
 
 
 

The prize won by Mick Barnett 
On Presentation night 

 

 
First the Sydney Seapanes flight departing Newcas-
tle harbour on Mick’s selected Saturday at 10 am 
along the stunning coastline to Sydney’s Rose Bay. 
Then a step straight off the flight into an awaiting 
water taxi to be whisked to Star City Casino.  
 

 
Once checked in to the Pyrmont View twin share 
room it will be time to enjoy all the facilities this 
wonderful five star venue has to offer, from a show 
at the Lyric Theatre to the casino floor. Darling Har-
bour is a short walk from there with many restau-
rants. A full buffet breakfast is included. Sydney 
Seaplanes’ own water taxi will do the pick up on 
Sunday from Star City at 3.15pm – a James Bond 
style transfer to Rose Bay for the return flight to 
Newcastle. 
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 Landlubber Adventures 
The 2009 Inaugural  Queens Birthday Weekend 

 Closing Time Wags Gulgong Regatta 
 
“Why don’t we organise a minibus and all go to the 
Gold Cup?” he asks. “great idea, lets go” I answer, 
wondering where on earth this yacht race might be. 
 
So the crew of Closing Time, along with their wives 
and girlfriends board the aforementioned bus, with our 
diligent skipper at the helm, to set sail for a fun filled 
weekend of yacht racing…….minus the ocean.…..and 
minus the yachts???, although to be fair there was 
plenty of racing. Schooner racing on the most part, 
with a hefty dose of the Gee Gee’s going around on 
Sunday in the annual Gulgong, Gold  Cup picnic 
races. I guess I should have realised there wouldn’t be 
any boats at the first mention of Gulgong. 
 
Never before having ventured to this historic New 
South Wales town, on the chillier side of the ranges, I 
was delighted to find such a hospitable, and gregari-
ous townsfolk, that I guess will probably never em-
brace offshore yacht racing! They certainly atone for 
this shortcoming threefold in the way they look after 
lost sailors that still require aid and succour, even if 
said sailors haven’t ventured offshore. Notwithstand-
ing the bus ride through the mountains. This ride saw 
most of the crew contributing to Olivia’s swear jar 
frequently. (whatever did happen to all that money? 
Maybe she punted it.)  
 
Arriving on Saturday in time for the street parade 
which sees the whole town lining the main drag, ap-
propriately called Mayne street, to cheer on all manor 
of machines from classic cars and bikes, to vintage 
fire trucks and tractors. I was sorely disappointed to 
discover the cattle truck full of kids wasn't actually on 
it's way to the abattoir. 
We had been in town a total of 10 minutes and had 
already lost two of our crew overboard! (what street 
parade?) fair enough, it’s a long drive. 
 
Saturday afternoon became an informal meet and 
greet, in the beer garden of the Post Office hotel, 
which also provided berths for half our crew. Here we 
began meeting some of our Skippers country ship-
mates, who proved to be most entertaining. After 
cleansing our palates of most of the red dust found out 
this way, we tidied ourselves up and gybed towards 
tonight’s galley, taking the Commercial Hotel to star-
board. Steve was  keen to try the 'Gobble and Go' but 
Rae wasn't interested. A boarding party was required 
to rescue the Skip from the Commercial as he had 
been waylaid by some local pirates prior to taking our 
meal together.   
 
The pub we found ourselves in after dinner will be 
looking for Ally to explain how she burnt the dance 
floor, whilst busting moves not seen before in public. 
(think of Elaine from the Seinfeld show!!)Sunday and 
a dusty crew embarks on a short sail out of town to the 
Gulgong Race Club where we find it necessary to don  
.�

all our foul weather gear and begin imbibing again to 
counteract the wind chill factor. Wal had so much 
gear on he looked like a cross between the Michelin 
Man and Scott of the Antarctic! 
After an extensive study of the runners, both in their 
stables and then again in the mounting yard, a careful 
appraisal of the market and an appropriate wager, I 
naturally pocket a windfall from backing the winner 
of the first race………… and then proceeded to give it 
all back, with interest, as the day drags on. I think 
maybe the fruito came out in front, but he was a 
lonely figure collecting!  All done a great day of fun 
and laughs, especially the scene where Ally is chasing 
Liam, who is beseeching his mother to keep the dead 
parrot he is proudly displaying to the crowd of 
punters! (such a pretty bird hey mum?) 
 
Sailed back into town for dinner at the rubiddy dub 
with more local cheer. I figured I must have been a 
little overdressed in scarf and jacket when one of the 
local cockies asked, "are you from Melbourne mate?" 
So Gulgong proves to be a lovely little spot for a 
regatta, even with the absence of boats, and with the 
valley looking as healthy as I’ve seen it, the sail up is 
a delight. Having to perform a penalty 360 in Denman 
for ordering a bacon and egg roll that took 45 minutes 
to cook was not a highlight!  I think next year we 
should join the parade! 
�	���������   (Is anyone looking for crew?) 

POWER BOATS 

“ Shearwater” 
Shearwater is an immaculate and luxuriously 
presented Riviera 40 Game boat owned by NCYC 
Treasurer Steven Jones and his wife Marilyn who are 
also regularly competing members of the Newcastle 
and Port Stephens Game fishing Club. 
 
When not on duty as a Committee vessel for NCYC 
Ocean Pointscore Races or game fishing, the boat 
cruises the Pittwater and Sydney Harbour.   
 
We  look forward to regular contributions from Steven 
and some of our other power boat owners regarding  
fishing and cruising. adventures and experiences that 
many of us can only dream of.   
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�
� .The Founder’s Bowl PHS Division 1 

donated by Retired Commodore Paul Hannan and  
Past Club Captain/Secretary George Keegan OAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by Paul Hannan 
Accepted by Greg Amos, “Blu Notte” 

����������
�	�������(  *++,-*++.��	/�������0��
��������

This could be just what you are looking for.  Fred 
Elderton tells of his participation in the 40th Annual 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron Cruise back in the 
idyllic days 18 to 25 April this year.  
  
After reading Fred’s report of this cruise with a 
difference, many other NCYC skippers may consider 
joining “Astrid” for a great week of cruising next 
April.  
 
A fleet of 50 yachts, in 3 divisions, sailed from Sydney 
Harbour to Pittwater for this years "Squaddy" Cruise. This 
week long regatta is now permanently held in Pittwater as 
the once popu-lar destination of Lake Macquarie is no longer 
suitable for all yachts to safely navigate the chan-nel and 
drop over into the lake. 

Boats from 26' up to 50’ Compete (handicapped) and all 
racing is now non spinnaker. Racing is both inshore and 
offshore, very competitive and the social programme 
organised by the club is most enjoyable. Racing doesn't 
start till 11am most days so there is time to sleep in after a 
big night of rafting up and tall stories!! 

Pittwater is one of the most beautiful waterways in the 
world and the anchorages are superb. Club inflatables ferry 
crew ashore and crew change-overs are easily handled at 
various locations. 

This year we had strong winds (20-30 knots) for the first 3 
races and then more pleasant 15—20 for the last races. 
During one race in a 25 knot southerly, with rain, one crew 
radioed in that it was withdrawing as the children's toys 
were be-ing blown out of the cockpit! Yes, many families 
participate! 

The RSYS Cruise is open to members of all sailing clubs; 
NCYC members should consider participat-ing in this week 
long regatta one year. You will have a fun week. 

The perfect anchorage 
Fred Elderton 
“Astrid” 
    
 

THE NCYC CUP PHS Division 2 
The NCYC Cup donated by Commodore Bruce Hansen 

and Past Vice Commodore Tom Michilis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by Bruce Hansen. 
Accepted by Robin Hillery “Warrain” 

 

.  The Overall IRC Trophy  
Created and donated by Mike Eggleston 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by Mike  Eggleston  
Accepted by Tony Lobb “PT73” 
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out the entrance is silted up and is only accessible with our 
draft of 2.4M at high tide. The Marina was very badly 
damaged from the storm with 10 Ton concrete blocks 
washed over into the Marina. Whilst there I found one rear 
engine mount had broken and the other was cracked. We 
had them repaired locally with suitable reinforcement and 
diagnosed the cause to be the front mounts being loose 
allowing the rear mounts to flex and eventually break. 
This delayed us for a few more days. 

Set off for Yamba at 3AM again to arrive at high tide to 
cross the Yamba Bar. Arrived on time and had no trouble 
getting in but had some dramas entering the Marina touch-
ing the mud a couple of times finally following a local 
trawler in and had no problems after that.  

Left Yamba on the 7th of June early to sail up to Ballina 
arriving before the high tide anchoring in the Richmond 
River overnight.  

We left early to head for Southport arriving in the early 
evening picking up a berth at the Southport Yacht Club. 
Bruce Bragg "Taratibu" had arrived in Southport earlier 
and had left to go up to Brisbane via the inland waterway. 
I considered this but on checking with the locals we draw 
too much draft and also our Mast is marginal when we 
have to go under power lines near Jacobs Well.                  

 

 
 

���������	�
����
�
�������
with Bob and Na Moffat 

We left Newcastle on the Wednesday the 13th of May 2009 
heading North with no fixed agenda just to get away from 
the cold weather. On the trip up to Port Stephens the Auto 
Pilot was all over the place and would have to be fixed. 
That night we picked up a mooring at Fame Cove and had 
a very peaceful night.  

Earlier Bruce Bragg "Taratibu" had rung and was anchor-
ing at Broughton Island on his way North and next day we 
went out for a look and said good day but had to return to 
Port Stephens to get new flux gate compass sensor for the 
Auto Pilot. Bruce headed North and got caught in Yamba 
for a week or so whilst the East Coast Low blew itself out. 
We were stuck in Port Stephens by the same bad weather 
and had to stay until the 25th of May.  

We decided to head for Laurieton leaving at 10PM to arrive 
on the high tide at the Laurieton Bar. On arrival the large 
Easterly swell was still coming in and we surfed into 
Laurieton a bit scary but under control. A couple of quiet 
nights anchored opposite the RSL and off again on high 
tide to Coffs Harbour.  

We arrived at Coffs at 1AM and berthed at the Marina for a 
few nights stay. Fortunately we had arrived at high tide and 
had no trouble entering the inner harbour but later found 

To be Continued next issue �
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Dear Skippers Members and Guests 
You are cordially Invited  

To 
NEWCASTLE CRUISING YACHT CLUB 

FOUNDER’S DAY PARADE 
AND BLESSING OF THE FLEET 

 
A traditional celebration of 

The NCYC Sailing Season opening 
 

Proudly sponsored by: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 September 2009 
 

PROGRAM 
 

10:00am- Order of Parade Vessel Registration 
11:00am - at the Sailing Office 
 
11:30am Vessels Muster 
  - in the Basin 
 
12:15pm Vessel Parade & Blessing 
  - Queens Wharf 
 
12:45pm Tug Ballet, courtesy of Svitzer Tugs 
  - Queens Wharf 
 
1:00pm Cock of the Harbour 
  - Fishing Trawlers 
  -Pilot Station 
 
1:25pm 1st Warning Signal 
  NCYC Short Ocean Race 
  - Scratchley’s Restaurant 
 
1:35pm 2nd Warning Signal 
  NCYC Short Ocean Race 
  - Scratchley’s Restaurant 
 
2:00pm Why not purchase your lunch 
  At NCYC? Bookings suggested 
 
2:00pm- - Howard ward band playing  
6:00pm  at NCYC 
 
5:00pm Prize giving at NCYC 
 
Boat owners RSVP by 28 August for Parade Entry 
  and Race Entry.  

Svitzer Marine 
Tug Ballet  

and Fire Fighting ability demonstration 

2nd September at 7-15pm -  Skipper/s Briefing 
To be held in the NCYC licensed club.  We request 
either the skipper or his representative from each yacht 
should be present (as a minimum) on the night to 
discuss the significant changes to the Sailing Handbook 
(The White Book). 

 
6th September- NCYC Founder’s Day 2009  

An event for all members & their families & friends 
will once again be a great celebration for the entire club, 
not only for boat owners family friends and crew, but 
for Social members and Juniors as well.   
 
Founders Day is a traditional celebration of the sailing 
season opening including a vessel parade and blessing 
of the fleet. Sail and Motor boats are Invited to 
participate in the parade with members and guests 
invited to attend Queens Wharf Brewery for the Sail/ 
Motor Past and Blessing. Please see the included 
Invitation and schedule for the day. RSVP on the 
prescribed entry form by 28 August 2009 for Vessel 
Parade entry. Let’s make the 2009 Founders Day 
Celebration the best yet. Proudly sponsored by 
Bluetongue Brewery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It remains to be seen who registers for the on water 
activities this year, but as a guide as to what you can 
expect to see, in past years, there have been members of 
Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht Association, power 
craft from run-abouts to serious cruisers and game 
fishing boats, racing and cruising yachts, commercial 
fishing trawlers and vessels belonging to various 
harbour authorities. These included Svitzer Marine’s 
tugs, Newcastle Port Corporation Pilot vessels, The 
Water Police, Newcastle Coastal Patrol and NSW 
Maritime.  The Newcastle Ferry generally manages to 
slip past for a blessing on one of its trips across to 
Stockton, much to the delight of the passengers. 
 
������ ���� �	�
��
���� why not head back to the 
NCYC, purchase lunch from Galley then courtesy of 
your Social Committee, let your feet do the tapping as 
you enjoy the Howard Ward band from 2– 6 pm? 
 
13 September 2009  
The Summer Short Ocean Pointscore Series 
commences.  Entry Forms are available on the website. 
Proudly sponsored by Tooheys and Crown Lager.  
Registration for SSOP is now open. 


