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“Spring is upon us and you will no doubt be aware 
of the corresponding increase in trade through the 
club. Obviously the lull in winter trading is behind 
us and the activities of the club are in full swing. 
Event bookings in the marquee have been pleasing 
and the restaurant certainly seems to be the place to 
eat in town. 
 
The summer sailing series has commenced and the 
competition as usual is hotting up. The activities on 
the harbour for the Maritime Festival were a great 
success with our usual summer point score race 
adding a great deal of colour and spectator interest 
on the Sunday. 
 
Our members night was well attended and a number 
of issues were discussed but primarily the main 
topic of interest was the proposed amendments to 
our Constitution. Those who have wished to take an 
interest in this process have now had an opportunity 
to have their voice heard and it is proposed to call 
an Extraordinary General Meeting at the earliest 
possible opportunity for the purpose of discussing, 
and if thought appropriate by the membership, the 
passing of the series of amendments which were 
discussed at the members night and which have 
been posted on the notice board and will be 
displayed on the website. Anybody wishing to 
obtain a hard copy of the proposed amendments and 
of the current constitution can obtain them from the 
office. 
  
See you around the club. 
  
Bruce Hansen 
 
Commodore" 

 

  Coming Events 
* Rotary Club of Newcastle Harbour Calcutta 

Fundraising night  at NCYC. 
* details p13. 
 
* NCYC Melbourne Cup Day Luncheon.          

Details p 13. 
 
* NCYC Member’s Christmas Party.  

 Details p3. 

From the Editor 
Thank you to those who have submitted articles and photos 
for the NCYC newsletter over the past couple of years.  
Your input has greatly increased the interest generated. An 
invitation is extended to members to continue the good 
work.  Either leave hard copy at the main office, or email 
to newsletter@ncyc.net.au    

Photo by Paul Hannan 
A highlight of the Founder’s Day Parade and Blessing of 
the Fleet sponsored by Bluetongue Brewery was the 
“Tug Ballet”.  This incredible display by Svitzer 
Barunga demonstrated the maneuverability and power of 
these mighty tugs. 
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FOR MATTERS RELATING TO THE MARINA 

Contact the Dockmaster  
8am to 4pm 7 days per week. 

0408 299 512  
Fuel is available at very competitive rates.   
 
Thinking of a short term visit to your club by boat 

for a few hours? - Some complementary berths on 
F Arm in front of the Club are available.  

 
NCYC CAR PARK ENTRY/ EXIT DRIVEWAYS 
In response to information from members regarding a 
number of “near misses”, we now have lane lines 
clearly marked to delineate entry and exit sides of the 
driveways from Hannell Street.  In conjunction with 
this, Give Way signs have been erected for traffic 
coming from the direction of the Fisherman’s Coop-
erative.  These give right of way to traffic entering 
from Hannell Street.   
 

NCYC REGALIA 
When next in the club, why not check out the range of 
high quality clothing available for purchase? 
 
Roy Baker     CEO / Secretary / Licensee 

 Long time member Nan Dawson recently invited her 
brother and Sister-in law, James and Anne Mulholland 
to sample the excellent selection of quality meals 
available at her club.    The Mulhollands were visiting 
from Williamstown which they praise as “the yachting 
capital of Victoria.” 

“THE GALLEY” Trading Hours 
Lunch: 12.00 noon to 2.30 pm 
Dinner:  6.00pm to 8.30pm 

Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club 
MARINA - COMMERCIAL CENTRE - LEASED BOATYARD - LICE NSED PREMISES 

The same number is used to contact either the General Office or the Licensed Club 
-for enquiries or booking phone: (02) 04940 8188 or Email: enquiries@ncyc.net.au 

  

LICENSED CLUB 
Our marquee is continuing to be very popular for a 
variety of functions. One such notable occasion was the 
recent presentation and press conference for the 
Newcastle Jets W-League, attended by a number of 
dignitaries including the Lady Mayoress, Cathy Tate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jets Captain Hayley Crawford cuts the team cake 
 

Talk like a Pirate Day-  “Aarrrrrr, and a grand day in 
September  it were!!  There were even a splendid festive 
30 year celebration in the marquee for our fair galley 
wench, Nadine – a pirate party with all the scary  
trimmins. Aarrrrrr, one  rip roarin shindig it were too!” 

 
Nyrie ,Galley wench Nadine, Dave and Rachel 

Dressed as all feisty pirates should be 
This theme day is sure to gain momentum as a fund 
raiser next year, so: “sharpen your cutlasses and hoard 
your pieces of 8 for ITLAPD 2010” 
 
Michael Smyth   Club Manager 
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Your Social Committee Members: 
Chairman: Vice Commodore Jim Holley, Social 
Secretary: Kristine Rickard, Social Treasurer: 
Petro Gleeson, Len Croft, Michael Eggleston, 
Rae Hassell,  
 
At the September meeting Gloria Thirkell 
tendered her resignation from this committee to 
allow her more time to concentrate on editing 
our newsletter. 
 
 

this?” Maybe the exhilaration of being part of the winning 
crew was what hooked him on sailing. 

When Michael Slevin as an inexperienced sailor 
purchased Closing Time a couple of years later, Neal 
Livingston Seagull jumped ship, but as we have come to 
expect from him, he always turns up to lend a hand when 
the Amos brothers slip Blu Notte for the annual overhaul. 
Neal has shown himself to be a handy man to know, as he 
can be relied upon to drift in when the work is on and 
unasked, get on with the job in hand.  A diesel mechanic by 
trade, Neal can turn his hand to most things. 

Now Michael is a landlubber at Gulgong, Closing Time 
is moving on, and our resident seagull has had the rare 
privilege of being invited to join the crew of Anger 
Management. 

Despite keeping a low profile, and rarely having much 
to say as the conversations whirl around him, Neal in his 
own quiet way has instigated much that is positive around 
the club.  His sound logical reasoning and good humour 
have assisted many varied issues to be resolved.   These 
have ranged from tracking down wandering marker buoys 
to supporting charities, junior sailing, and providing a 
welcome and food for some very late night racing fleet 
arrivals.  The latter was as part of the hardy group of Inner 
Circle Rum Runners. All of that running is probably what 
keeps him fit for his other chosen sport  – Golden Oldies 
Rugby Union. 

 Neal was an instigator and major part of the meat 
raffle team at the Abion in the days before our clubhouse 
was built, and in that capacity worked tirelessly raising 
funds.. 

Before the boat crews took over doing the post race 
BBQ’s, Neal was a regular cook.  He and Carrie have 
always been actively involved in supporting any social 
activity we have organized, and Carrie's expertise with a 
camera has provided a great record of our sailing from the 
shore vantage point over the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo: Neil Kibble (wearing an ‘All Ports Regatta’ Polo 
shirt) aboard Closing time. . Next port of call was the Club 
house for race  results &  sausage sizzle 

FROM VICE COMMODORE JIM HOLLEY and SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

The Sunday $6 breakfasts, (bacon and egg roll 
and hash brown with free orange juice) have 
proved popular with an established group of 
“regulars”.   
 
On the average we serve about 50 breakfasts, but 
on Founder’s Day that number swelled to over 
100 satisfied customers.  
 
If you are considering joining us, the time is be-
tween 9.30 &11 am. 

Getting to Know You 
Neal Kibble alias “No shoes Neal”, conducted his 
apprenticeship as a trainee “pointy end man” on 
Blu Notte.  His introduction to this exciting sport 
was competing in the “All Ports Regatta”  from 
Cronulla to Pittwater to Newcastle in unusually 
difficult weather conditions.  He caused a laugh 
when he casually asked: “Is it always like  

Come join us at  the NCYC  
Member’s Christmas Party 

* 13 December  
* 4pm to 8 pm 
* See Santa and  
* have lots of fun. 
* Music by Alan Ward. 
* Steak / Sausage sizzle $10. 
* Pay on the day.. 
* add your children’s 

names to the list in the 
office for Santa's  free 
lolly bag.  
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Newcastle & Hunter Trailer Yacht Association 
boats competing in their cat 7 Harbour Race 

on Founder’s Day. 

Summer season is in full swing and the competition be-
tween the Farr 40’s is fierce. The addition of John 
Streeter’s “Raging Bull” (Bull 9000) to the Division 1 fleet 
has also added to the fun in both IRC and PHS. Rumours 
are circulating that Tony Purkiss is assembling a crew of 
rock stars to campaign Mike Almond’s “Mister Chris-
tian” (Swanson 36) in Division 2. 
 
Congratulations to Barry Kelly and the crew of Typhoon 
who scored a 4th in IRC Passage Div.2 at Audi Hamilton 
Island Race Week. Well done! 
 
Our first Williams River Steel Ocean Point Score Races 
(and Combined Offshore Series with LMYC) to Port 
Stephens and return on the October Long Weekend were 
marred by the DNC s of four out of our seven entrants. The 
rough conditions prevented them getting to the start line 
(off Redhead). Discussions are continuing with LMYC to 
find a solution and ensure we do not have similar problems 
in future.  
 
Travelworld Twilight Series was to commence last 
Wednesday 7th October but unfortunately the race was 
cancelled because of the strong westerlies. This was dou-
bly disappointing as we were to take 24 members of the 
Kay Cottee Foundation team out sailing with us. These are 
kids from all over the state who have had little experience 
of sailing and their visit to NCYC was part of an intensive 
week of training based at Pt. Wolstoncroft on Lake Mac-
quarie. We gave them a tour of a few of the boats and then 
Vice Commodore Jim Holley gave a talk on the 1998 Syd-
ney Hobart. If that was not enough to put them off sailing 
for life, Kay Cottee then conducted a Q&A session about 
her around the world voyage. 
 
I would like to give a special thank you to Richard Arnall 
who has constructed a new starter’s horn for the Race Offi-
cers. Richard carried out a full test of the horn when it 
went off in the back of his car while he was driving it 
down to the club. 
 
The Rules Night was a great success – many thanks to Ian 
Humphries for his presentation. Hopefully, we will have 
more similar information nights in the near future. The 
main topic was an explanation of changes to the White 
Book which has generally been made more in line with the 
Blue Book – any non sailors reading this will think we 
sailors are a simple lot who navigate by colours – what’s 
next a Pink Book! 
 
The new webpage is almost complete and, together with an 
upgrade to our Topyacht software will greatly speed up the 
calculation and publication of results. 
 
Lastly, on behalf of NCYC I would like to extend our sym-
pathies to our mates at CYCA and particularly the families 
and friends of Andrew Short and Sally Gordon who per-
ished at Flinders Islet last weekend. 
 
Paul Gleeson Rear Commodore 

THE REAR COMMODORE’S REPORT and SAILING 
From The Sailing Office 
NCYC Founders Day Parade and Blessing of the 
Fleet sponsored Bluetongue was a picture perfect 
day. With 50 vessels parading past the Reverend 
Dodds, invited guests and spectators, for their per-
sonal on-water blessing, it was a sight to see and 
enjoy. Founders Day is a celebration of the found-
ing of NCYC and incorporates an invitation to ves-
sels to participate in the activities of the day. 
The Svitzer Tug Ballet was a highlight of the cele-
bration and the Cock of the Harbour trawler race 
was sensational. “It’s good to be out there together” 
said Trevor Moffat. Lord Mayor John Tate com-
mended NCYC on bringing Newcastle’s working 
and recreational vessels together and spoke of the 
appreciation the citizens of Newcastle have for its 
harbour. The day’s celebration concluded at the 
NCYC where the presentation of Bluetongue prizes 
for the best dressed boat and crew and the race re-
sults were announced.  The Summer Sailing Season 
is underway.  
 
The Hempel Yacht Paint Summer Short Ocean 
Pointscore Race 1 was held on 13 September under 
ideal conditions.  The wind was from the NW and 
the fleet of 9 division 1 and 4 division 2 yachts 
completed the course in time to enjoy the after race 
BBQ and race results announcement at the club. 
Members and guests are invited to be at the club on 
Sunday afternoon to enjoy the after race gathering. 
 
The Williams River Steel Ocean Pointscore con-
sists of 7 races in all. This year NCYC and LMYC 
have combined their Ocean Series, an inaugural 
occasion. This additional series is called COP, com-
bined ocean pointscore. Mark Richards NCYC han-
dicapper and John Morgan, LMYC handicapper will 
combine the fleets.  
 
The NCYC SSOP Fleet is: Anger Management, 
Ansuz, Aurora, Blu Notte. Komodo, Long Time 
Dead, One For the Road, PT73, Summer Salt and 
The Raging Bull, in Division 1 with Astrid, Eagle 
One, Tamarillo, Warrain, Windstormer, and Wood-
stock in Division 2. .  
�����������	
� �
Dianne Fitzgerald  Sailing Secretary. 
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Personal Lights 

YA Special Regulation 5.03.1 requires each member of 
the crew to carry or wear personal lights when partici-
pating in races at categories 1 to 3 or 5 when on deck 
at night. 

Owners and crew should be aware when consider-
ing purchasing personal lights that any light is not 
acceptable. The light must comply with the YA 
regulations. 

To be acceptable on audit the unit produced must be 
either a strobe light or one complying with SOLAS 
LSA 2.2.3. Compliance with other SOLAS LSA para-
graph numbers is not acceptable. 

The International Convention for the Safety of life at 
Sea sets out a Code for Life Saving Appliance in 
paragraph 2.2.3 for lights on lifejackets. The YA 
regulation shortens this reference to 'SOLAS LSA 
2.2.3'. Although YA only requires the light to be worn 
or carried, not necessarily attached to a PFD, the light 
must meet the SOLAS specified requirements. 

Care must be taken to understand that a flashing light 
is not a strobe light. A strobe light is a continuous 
light which emits cyclical pulses of light. A flashing 
light is a discontinuous light which switches on and 
off and is on for a short duration and off for a dura-
tion longer than it is on. A flashing light is not accept-
able unless it also complies with SOLAS LSA 2.2.3.  

To be SOLAS compliant the light shall have a lumi-
nous intensity of 0.75 candelas, have that intensity for 
a duration of 8 hours, be visible over the greatest 
segment of the light as possible and emit a white 
light. If the light is also a flashing light it shall also 
have a manual switch and have a flashing rhythm of 
not less than 50 nor more than 70 flashes per minute. 
( Source LSA Code paragraph 2.2.3.1 and 2.2.3.2) 

An Auditor can assist an Owner to check that a light is 
a strobe by activation. 

To verify compliance with SOLAS SA 2.2.3, the 
Owner should check and an Auditor will verify that 
the light: 
1.  Is branded/ marked as SOLAS compliant to the 

relevant clause, or 
2.   If not so branded, the specifications of the light as 

require by LSA 2.2.3 are branded/marked on the 
light, or; 

3. The Owner/crew produces a specification 
sheet/manufacturer's letter confirming the 
model of the item is SOLAS LSA 2.2.3 com-
pliant 

Ernie Thirkell, 
Club Captain / Safety Officer 
 

With Bob and Na Moffat   

In the last Issue we cruised with Bob and Na aboard 
Gitana as she left Newcastle for Port Stephens, 
Laurieton, Coffs Harbour and Yamba ,to Southport. 
We left them as they made the decision to continue 
along the coast to Brisbane rather than following 
Taratibu via the inland waterway. 

 

Gitana anchored opposite the Laurieton RSL 

“We decided to have an early start after a couple of 
days break and sail up to Mooloolaba via Cape 
Morton. An excellent decision the weather was perfect 
15 to 20 knot SW winds with very little swell we had 
everything up, Main Mizzen Staysail and Genoa and 
averaged nearly 7 knots for journey. Arrived in 
Mooloolaba at 8PM and berthed at the Mooloolaba 
Yacht Club. We stayed for two nights. 

Another very early start to get to the Wide Bay Bar at 
high tide. We arrived at the Bar and had all the proper 
bar crossing waypoints in the chart plotter and sailed 
over the Bar in dead calm no swell no wind.  They say 
this is very rare on this bar. Overnight in Tin Can Bay 
and away early to go up the Great Sandy Strait on the 
tide, The chart plotter was great but you have to be 
wary as channel markers can be moved so in doubt 
follow the channel marker not the plotter. We arrived 
in Hervey Bay and anchored overnight in the lee of Big 
Woody Island. Next day we sailed across Hervey Bay 
to Bundaberg staying in the Port Bundaberg Marina at 
Burnett Heads.  

To be Continued next issue  

 

Journey of the "Gitana 
3"     (Part 2) 
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At the Worlds, the 
races consisted of 4 
x 1 hour races over 
a 7 day period with 
points allocated for 
each race and after 
the fourth race 
Daniel was 
awarded third over-
all in the outboard 
class. 
Since Daniel's re-
turn he has won the 120 km open class of the Hawkes-
bury River Windsor to Wiseman's Ferry and return 
race. 

 
Whilst out of ski racing for 3 years, Daniel raced For-
mula Ford cars with Steve assisting with team track 

duties. 

Fortune of War did receive her blessing from Angli-
can Port Chaplain Reverend Dodds despite her ap-
pearance! 
Photo by Paul Hannan 
 
Decked out with pirate flag and crewed by a canon-
wielding pirate, Fortune of War caused quite a stir, 
particularly when not throwing fistfuls of “gold” bul-
lion to the children aboard other entrants, and along 
Queen’s Wharf. 

 POWER BOATS 
NCYC member Steve Cotton tells of shared speed 
adventures and successes with his son Daniel, rac-
ing both on water and in cars. 
 
 Steve and Daniel recently returned from Belgium 
where Daniel competed in the World Water Ski 
racing championships. 
 

Showdown, regularly birthed at the NCYC marina, 
has also been used for ski training when Daniel 
competed in the Catalina Ocean race in California. 

 
Daniel came out of retirement from the sport at age 
thirty one, 12 months prior to the Worlds.  He ski 
trained 3 days per week and had a personal trainer 
twice per week besides his own training program. 
 
 
 

Founder’s Day Parade 2009 
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WEATHER WISDOM 
- with Martin Babakhan 

 
THE HIDDEN DANGER 
OF KILLER LIGHTNING  
As indicated in the last is-
sue, in the interest of pro-
moting safety conscious-

ness during the summer storm season, we will deal with 
lightning both on and off the water.  Two of the big 
questions people ask are: “What is lightning?” and 
“How does it form?”  Put simply, the answers are as 
follows: 
 
Lightning is  the visible effect caused by a huge 
amount of electrons moving between charged objects  
– perhaps it could be likened to a gigantic electric spark. 
 
To have lightning:  
a. Need to have the charge centers very close to each 

other; 
b. Need to have very large differences in charge 

“strength”. 
c. Large amounts of charge need to separate in order to 

get lightning in a thunderstorm.  
 
HOW IS THIS DONE? – How does lightning form?  

 
a. Insulator breakdown: If the electric field, or the 

difference between the negative and positive charge 
regions, is large enough, the insulator between the 
charge regions (the air) “breaks down” and the 
lightning discharge can occur between the regions 
of positive and negative charge.  

b. The stepped leader - is very faint, essentially invisi-
ble to the human eye. It produces an ionized chan-
nel during the lightning stroke.  

c. Dart Leader: Often a second series of stepped flow 
of electrons moves from the cloud toward the 
ground. Since the ionized channel already exists, 
the stepped flow is much faster. This stepped flow is 
called the dart leader. 

d. When the stepped leader gets near the ground (100 
m or so):  Positive charge moves from the ground 
up toward the stepped leader -- these are called 
streamers. 

e. Return Stroke: One of the streamers will meet the 
stepped leader not necessarily the one from the 
tallest object! When the dart leader connects with a 

path) another return stroke moves toward the cloud and 
ground.  

f. The streamers may come from almost any pointed 
object on the ground: People, Trees, Flagpoles, 
Antennas, Telephone Poles, Boats etc.  

 
Detailed strategies can save lives. Therefore we 
recommend reading the detailed pamphlet produced 
jointly by Emergency Management Australia and the 
Bureau of Meteorology. http://www.bom.gov.au/info/
thunder/#protection  
WEATHER PHOTO GALLERY 
Photo Gallery 8 – Scud Clouds 

Photo by: Garry Marsden  Date:  11-12-04           
Location: Caves Beach 
 
Comments by Martin Babakhan 
Scud Clouds -Scattered Cumulus Under Deck Scud 
Sucking 
* Cooler air from the forward flank is drawn into the 

storm and reaches saturation below the cloud’s 
LCL 

* Often the wall will lean toward the precipitation 
* Strong motions are often apparent to the spotter 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For more on this check Martin’s pod casts. 
http://www.abc.net.au/newengland  
http://www.gloucesterfm.com.au/
index.html   

We want your storm photos!! 
If you have any storm photos  that you would 
like to share with us, please e-mail them to 
NCYC. Include your name, date of the photo, 
where the photo was taken, and a description 
of the photo. Also indicate if you give the 
permission to use the photo. We are interested 

in ALL weather phenomenon and 
cloud types.  
 
 The best photos  are those taken 
which show a wide view of thun-
derstorm structure. Close-ups are 
good, but they do not allow others 
to take in the bigger picture.  It is 
this wider perspective that allows 

others to learn by seeing the structure of a 
specific phenomenon relative to that of the 
entire thunderstorm 
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 2. Pre-start moves are very exciting – in the Americas Cup yachts engage, head into the specta-
tor fleet etc ….. but it can be even more exciting in smaller boats, such as the Elliott 6’s to be 
used at the Olympics which are light and easy to thrown into a dial-up (boats side by side 
head to wind) or chase each other around in circles. 

 
3. Courses are windward/leeward – there are usually 3 windward marks; from the start the boats 

will sail to the middle mark then run back to a leeward turning mark positioned about 50m to 
windward, half way along the start finish line – if there is a shift during the first leg the 
course can be changed to one of the other windward marks. 

 
4. Regattas are sailed in a Round Robin format – for example within a Flight there may be five 

matches all starting 5 minutes apart, then another 11 Flights will be required to be sailed for all 
crews to face each other …… the top 4 crews after a Round Robin go through to semi finals 
and then a final. 

Match Racing 
Appendix C of the RRS (Blue 
Book) sets out the changes for 
Match Racing – but to a lot of ob-
servers, including experienced 
sailors, it’s all a bit of a mystery 
……. 
Until now the highest profile form 
of Match Racing has been in the 
Americas Cup but with its inclusion 
in the 2012 London Olympics as the 
Women’s Keelboat event we are 
likely to see an increasing amount of 
Match Racing Regattas – the picture 
below is from the Australian Open 
Match Racing Regatta held this 
week at Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club: 

The yacht with the purple kite has a 
narrow win over grey kite – 
there is a yellow flag above the rud-
der on the lead boat and the Race 
Officer at the finish line holds up 
Yellow to indicate they have won. 
 
 The pink flag is attached to the 
Committee Vessel to denote the end 
of the start/finish line. 
 
Match races are umpired on water. 
 
 
(Article submitted by NCYC Club 
Judge, Ian Humphries, seen  in 
the Umpire 4 RIB in the picture). 
 
 

In a nutshell: 
1 A match race is between 

two boats, 
a. they enter from outside 

an H shaped area out-
side the ends and above 
the start line between 4 
and 2 minutes before 
the start.  

b. Blue enters from Port 
(or at the pin end of the 
line) and Yellow from 
starboard. 
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Swansea Bridge Opening Times 
Bridge Operator – Telephone 4971-3723 
Weekdays: On the hour from 6am – 7pm.  Bridge Operator requires 1 hour notice. Does not open on weekdays in 
peak.  
Weekends and Public Holidays -Automatic opening at:- 6am,7am, 8am, 4pm,  5pm,  6pm,  7pm. 
Bridge Operator requires 6 hours notice if bridge is required to be open after 7pm or before 6am .  
 
Hexham Bridge Opening Times 
Bridge Operator – 1300 661393.  At time of booking you will be required to give a mobile contact number  or be 
made aware of the Bridge’s Contact Radio Channels. 
A bridge lift can be booked for any hour of the day, any day of the year. 
Weekdays: Opening between the hours of 7am ad 6pm.  Minimum of 2 hours notice. Outside these hours 6 hours 

 
Newly Married, Ami and John Streeter had photos taken on the Marina, 
where ‘The Raging Bull’ is berthed. 
 
John, a prominent Newcastle architect who has done several Hobarts, 
has to date been crew aboard ‘Summer Salt’ owned by Paul and Tim 
Gleeson.  His recent purchase ‘The Raging Bull’ should prove to be a 
hot competitor in the Division 1 fleet..  

 
 

Mr & Mrs Streeter sign the Marriage Register 

THE FIRST WEDDING AT NCYC! 
 

Appropriately  our inaugural wedding was between long term Club members Ami Holder and John Streeter, 
occurring within the first year of trade in the NCYC Licensed Premises. 

 



10  

 10 

�
�

STAFF PROFILE 
Michael Smyth assumed the position of Club 
Manager at NCYC during the first half of this year.  
Many of our members have known Michael from his 
past places of employment as he has worked within 
the hospitality industry for the past 10 years.   

Michael’s guard dog 
Calvin the dingo takes the 
job very seriously too. 
 
After completion of a Bachelor of Science Degree at 
Newcastle University Michael took on the reins of 
Manager at the Cambridge Hotel, and then became 
the Licensee of the commonwealth Hotel in Cooks 
Hill. 
 
A keen surfer, Michael in no stranger to sailing 
having crewed in his teens on the Lake Macquarie 54 
foot Adams “Highland Fling”.  It is small wonder that 
as the opportunities have arisen, Michael has jumped 
at the chance to race on a number of our yachts 
 

Our non-boating members may wonder about the 
meaning of boat /ship Sound Signals they hear: 

Special sound signals exist for vessels to indicate 
their maneuvering intentions when they are in sight 
of one another. 
1 short blast - I am altering course to starboard (the 
right).  2 short blasts - I am altering course to port 
(the left).  3 short blasts - I am operating engines 
astern (stopping/slowing).  5 short blasts - I am un-
sure of your intentions and I doubt whether you are 
taking sufficient action to avoid collision. 

September was a month of parties at NCYC 
Rae Hassell (back) with Gloria Thirkell, and Linda 
Hall who celebrated their same day birthdays – a 

number of times! 
 

The following article should be relevant to our 
members, whether having been blessed they are going 
game fishing,  

Or bottom bashing is more their style. 

Even spear-fishing from the boat or shore, or just 
collecting bait with the youngsters won’t get you ‘off 
the hook’. 

NSW Fishing License 
 When fishing in NSW waters, both 
freshwater and saltwater, you are required 
by law to pay the NSW Recreational 
Fishing Fee and carry a receipt showing 
the payment of the fee. This applies when 
spear fishing, hand lining, hand gathering, 
trapping, bait collecting and prawn netting 
or when in possession of fishing gear in, 
on or adjacent to waters. 

 All money raised by the NSW Recreational Fishing 
Fee is placed into the Recreational Fishing Trusts and 
spent on improving recreational fishing in NSW. 
These trusts are regulated by law and overseen by two 
committees made up of recreational fishers - one for 
saltwater and one for freshwater.   
You can pay the NSW Recreational Fishing Fee for 
three days ($6), one month ($12), a year ($30) or 
three years ($75) 
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Jim & Mary dressed Aurora’s 
rigging.  
 
Len dressed Woodstock’s deck 

Photos by Paul Hannan 

Boat Engine - do you have a check list?     
 
Checking that your engine is in top shape before you depart the wharf is 
critical for both comfort and safety.   
This applies to Sailing as well as Power boats.  The following handy 
check-list, which can be kept on a card on the chart table, or attached to 
the engine room wall is a good idea:  
 
Pre-start checks:  
 
1.Bilge blower. If you have a bilge blower or engine room extractor fan, 
run it for a few minutes before starting the engine.  
 
2. Visual check. Check belts and hoses for cuts, splits, or fraying and look 
out for oil or coolant leaks.  
 
3. Fuel. Make sure you have enough fuel for your intended trip, plus a 
reserve of about 20% of the tank's capacity and make sure the fuel tap is 
open.  
 
4. Fuel filter. Some boats have a transparent water separator/filter in the 
fuel line. Inspect the bowl for water or dirt and drain off any visible con-
tamination. 
 
5. Engine oil. Check the engine oil level with the dipstick and top up if 
necessary to keep the level between the 'max' and 'min' marks.  
 
6. Gearbox oil. Check the oil level with the dip stick. NOTE: Some gear-
box oil levels can only be checked with the engine running. Many gear-
boxes need special oil: engine oil will NOT do!  
 
7. Raw water filter. Shut the cooling water seacock; remove the filter ele-
ment and clean it if necessary. Replace the element, screw the lid back 
onto the filter body and OPEN THE SEA COCK.  
 
8. Fresh water level. Some engines have fresh water cooling systems as 
well as raw water. Carefully remove the header tank cap and top up with 
water/ anti-freeze 
mixture if necessary to bring the level within about 50mm of the top. Re-
place the header tank cap.  
 
9. Battery switch. Turn the battery switch on before starting. Do not 
switch it off while the engine is running.  
 
10. Stern gland greaser. Boats with ‘traditional’ transmission systems 
have stern gland greasers. Give the cap or handle one full turn.  
 
11. If your boat has an outdrive engine, trim tabs, or power steering, 
check the level of the hydraulic fluid in the hydraulic reservoirs and top 
up if necessary and check that the leg is clear of weed, rope or plastic 
bags etc and is fully down.  
 
After starting:  
 
1. Immediately check that there is a good flow of water from the exhaust 
pipe or cooling water tell-tale.  
 
2. Allow the engine to warm up so that it will tick-over smoothly before 
setting off.  
 
Two articles submitted by Tony Purkiss 

"If a man must be obsessed by 
something, I suppose a boat is as 
good as anything, perhaps a bit 
better than most. A small sailing 
craft is not only beautiful, it is 
seductive and full of strange 
promise and the hint of trouble. If 
it happens to be an auxiliary cruis-
ing boat, it is without question the 
most compact and ingenious ar-
rangement for living ever devised 
by the restless mind of man--a 
home that is stable without being 
stationary, shaped less like a box 
than like a fish or a girl, and in 
which the homeowner can remove 
his daily affairs as far from shore 
as he has the nerve to take them, 
close hauled or running free--
parlor, bedroom, and bath, sus-

Founder’s Day Parade 2009 

And the judges were forced to 
announce 

a tie for best dressed yacht. 
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Have you ever wondered about our sponsors? 

 
The 2009 – 2010  Sailing Season began in September. 

 
This is our first opportunity since then to recognise the 

individuals and companies whose logos appear on this page, and 
are supporting sailing at NCYC for this period in a variety of 

ways: 
 

Some have provided the striking perpetual trophies on display in 
the club, and continue to sponsor the take home prizes for 

winning skippers in the point score series.  These are all featured 
at the annual Presentation of Trophies and Prizes Evening. 

 
Some sponsor Series, for which they have naming rights. 

 
Some provide  weekly take home prizes for winning yachts. 

 
We have Regatta and Special events sponsors. 

 
Race week sponsors provide much of the wherewithal to allow 

our racing to continue and develop to an ever increasing 
standard. 

 
Undoubtedly you will now be making the attempt to identify 

which sponsors do what.  As you do so, please spare a thought 
as to how much your club, has benefited from the generosity of 

our current and our past sponsors and supporters. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
      PHONE 4940 8188 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF 
NEWCASTLE HARBOUR 

 
CALCUTTA FUNDRAISING 

NIGHT 
 

Monday 2 November 
(Proceeds to the Hunter School  

For Children With Autism) 
TO BE HELD 7PM 
$65 PER PERSON 

(Includes finger food and drinks) 
Tickets available from the club 
Or Bryn Hill on 0414 495 200 

MELBOURNE CUP DAY 
LUNCHEON 

 
Tuesday 3 November 11.30 

am 
$65 per person 

includes – 3 course luncheon 
Champagne on arrival 

Live Music 
3 big Screens 

 
Contact the Club on 

0940 8188 or 
Michael on 0411 780 730 

 
“THE GALLEY” 

Open 7 days, Lunch and Dinner 
Great harbourside views* Child friendly 

Huge Courtyard for Alfresco Dining 
Great atmosphere 

New function Marquee 
Bookings available 

Information for Members and their Guests 

 

 

 
 


